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Redistricting Themes — Public Hearings- July 20*"- 2pm & 7pm- LOB %”"’
1. Briefly introduce yourself, giving your name and address. 59

2. Explain that the reality of creating legislative districts requires most
towns to have multiple representatives. Towns that have too few
residents acquire the necessary numbers from residents of other
towns, and those with too many residents must give residents to
other districts with too few people.

More @Towns divided into several districts with multiple representatives can
b\j lor =~ benefit in the following ways:
é.

@ Residents have more legislators to appeal to when issues or
concerns arise;

@ Legislators representing the same town customarily collaborate
and work together to get results or advocate for the town;

Chances are that one of your legislators, either by way of
committee assignments, professional background, or
experience will be better at addressing your particular issue;

@ Multiple legislators and the particular alliances or networks that
each may have among other legislators, create far more clout
and power than a single representative;

@ Given limited time and many demands, a team of
representatives can divide responsibilities in achieving targeted
results for their common town constituents.

4. Representing multiple towns is better for the representatives too. It
gives legislators a broader perspective and more diverse
input/opinion. It helps create new ideas by comparing communities
and their approaches to issues and challenges.

5. Representing several towns is no different that State Senators who
customarily represent many towns, and Congressional legislators
who represent large geographic areas with numerous towns.

6. A good representative will provide access and make a presence in
}m%r; regardless of where he or she lives. Forinstance in my
district of A(town) and (town), nobody can say they Representative
JfeA ¢ (Jnd mmr)doesn't attend all the major community and political
\,\A 597 activities in each of these towns. In today's society, it is the

Cl commitment, dedication, and involvement of a representative that is
;;r <t} most important, not artificial definitions of one’s residence.




7. Try fo give an&xample of su invglveme ofy;))drp icufar
representative (Pgggy Sayefs, Dayid Baram, ElZine £'Brjén).

8. Conclude by saying that the current district for towns 5( A & //f/}/fs &
with whatever adjustments are necessary to meet district size

requirements, should be preserved. These districts have served the
residents well for over 20 years and there is no need to make

significant changes. The-besttestament to the fact thatthegumreg
district/oftowns . & /' Wﬂﬂﬁ”ﬁ
tha ,MMH has‘ea ..-.ﬁ.- nect and trust of
re % 1 communities.
9. Most issues today are not limited to one town. Issues of budget,
~ environment, transportation, social services, public safety, are

typically germane to most towns, if not the entire state. District lines
have little to do with these global issues which attract the main

i i e
attention of the legislature. [/}en local (ssves ﬁétff»é;;;c;yﬂ{_@[ws
10. Thank the Commission for its time and their commitment in Koo e b
working together for the residents of CT. %L{&g for
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